
IDEA Across Time 
 

• Public Law (P.L.) 89-10, passed in 1965, named “Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA) of 1965.”  ESEA provided States with direct grant assistance to help educate 
children with disabilities.  

• P.L. 89-313, passed in 1965.  Authorized the first federal grant program specifically 
targeted for children and youth with disabilities and authorized grants to State agencies 
to educate children with disabilities in State-operated or State-supported schools and 
institutions. 

• P.L. 89-750, passed in 1966, named “Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1966.”  Authorized the first federal grant program for the education of children with 
disabilities at the local school level rather than in state-operated schools and institutions. 

• P.L. 90-247, passed in 1968, named “Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1968.”  First established set of programs to supplement and support expansion and 
improvement of special education services. Became known as “discretionary programs.”  

• P.L. 91-230, passed in 1970, named “Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1970.”  Consolidated into one act several, previously separate federal grant programs 
related to the education of children with disabilities. Became known as Part B, with the 
title Education of the Handicapped Act or EHA.  

• P.L. 93-280, passed in 1974, named “Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1974.”  Title VI of the ESEA was renamed as the Education of the Handicapped Act 
Amendments of 1974. Brought many changes, including a strong focus, through a major 
federal program to the states, on fully educating all children with disabilities. 

• P.L. 94-142, passed in 1975, named “Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 
1975.”  Now a law of its own, not part of ESEA. One of the most well-known and visible 
“incarnations” of IDEA ever.  

• P.L. 98-199, passed in 1983, named “Education of the Handicapped Act Amendments of 
1983.”  Expanded incentives for preschool special education programs, early 
intervention, and transition programs. All programs under EHA became the responsibility 
of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), which by this time had replaced 
the Bureau of Education for the Handicapped (BEH).  

• P.L. 99-457, passed in 1986, named “Education of the Handicapped Act Amendments of 
1986.”  Age of eligibility for special education and related services for all children with 
disabilities was lowered to 3. Established the Handicapped Infants and Toddlers 
Program (Part H).  

• P.L. 101-476, passed in 1990, named “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA).”  Secondary transition services were added, assistive technology devices and 
services were defined, and autism and traumatic brain injury were added as disability 
categories.  

• P.L. 105-17, passed in 1997, named “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).”  
Emphasis upon including children with disabilities in general education classroom; 
setting high standards and high expectations; including children in large-scale 
assessment programs in States and districts. Discipline provisions were added.  

• P.L. 108-446, passed in 2004, named “Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act of 2004.” IDEA 2004 most assuredly builds upon the legacy of IDEA’s 
prior reauthorizations. 
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